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inspected at roadside. Such violations
will not be used by FMCSA in making
a safety fitness determination of a
motor carrier (unless there is evidence
that the driver or motor carrier caused
or substantially contributed to the vio-
lations) because the driver could not
readily detect these violations during a
pre-trip inspection performed in ac-
cordance with §392.7(b).

(c) An intermodal equipment provider,
or its agent, may request FMCSA to in-
vestigate a motor carrier believed to be
in noncompliance with responsibilities
under 49 U.S.C. 31151 or the imple-
menting regulations in this subchapter
regarding interchange of intermodal
equipment by contacting the appro-
priate FMCSA Field Office.

(d) A motor carrier or its agent may re-
quest FMCSA to investigate an inter-
modal equipment provider believed to
be in noncompliance with responsibil-
ities under 49 U.S.C. 31151 or the imple-
menting regulations in this subchapter
regarding interchange of intermodal
equipment by contacting the appro-
priate FMCSA Field Office.

§390.46 Are State and local laws and
regulations on the inspection, re-
pair, and maintenance of inter-
modal equipment preempted by the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regu-
lations?

(a) General. As provided by 49 U.S.C.
311561(d), a law, regulation, order, or
other requirement of a State, a polit-
ical subdivision of a State, or a tribal
organization relating to the inspection,
repair, and maintenance of intermodal
equipment is preempted if such law,
regulation, order, or other requirement
exceeds or is inconsistent with a re-
quirement imposed by the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations.

(b) Pre-existing State requirements—(1)
In general. Pursuant to 49 U.S.C.
31151(e)(1), unless otherwise provided in
paragraph (b)(2) of this section, a State
requirement for the periodic inspection
of intermodal chassis by intermodal
equipment providers that was in effect
on January 1, 2005, shall remain in ef-
fect only until June 17, 2009.

(2) Nonpreemption determinations—(i)
In general. Pursuant to 49 TU.S.C.
31151(e)(2), and notwithstanding para-
graph (a) of this section, a State re-
quirement described in paragraph (b)(1)

of this section is not preempted if the
Administrator determines that the
State requirement is as effective as the
FMCSA final rule and does not unduly
burden interstate commerce.

(ii) Application required. Paragraph
(b)(2)(1) of this section applies to a
State requirement only if the State ap-
plies to the Administrator for a deter-
mination with respect to the require-
ment before the effective date of the
final rule (June 17, 2009). The Adminis-
trator will make a determination with
respect to any such application within
6 months after the date on which the
Administrator receives the application.

(iii) Amended State requirements. If a
State amends a regulation for which it
previously received a nonpreemption
determination from the Administrator
under paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion, it must apply for a determination
of nonpreemption for the amended reg-
ulation. Any amendment to a State re-
quirement not preempted under this
subsection because of a determination
by the Administrator may not take ef-
fect unless it is submitted to the Agen-
cy before the effective date of the
amendment, and the Administrator de-
termines that the amendment would
not cause the State requirement to be
less effective than the FMCSA final
rule on ‘“‘Requirements for Intermodal
Equipment Providers and Motor Car-
riers and Drivers Operating Intermodal
Equipment’ and would not unduly bur-
den interstate commerce.
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